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Paul never said, “I am a prisoner of the circumstances.” He said that he was a prisoner of Christ.

Romans 8:37-38 “37Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that
loved us. 38For | am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities,
nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come,”

The act of faith is that distinguished our ancestors above the rest. We can have faith, but faith
acts. With our actions we can make a difference in our world.

There was once a woman in the Houston area that had four children and lost her husband. To
most, her circumstances would have extremely overwhelming, but this woman looked at
her situation and thought to herself, “I will not let these adverse situations deter me.”
With her mind set not to fail, the women became one of the wealthiest people in the
Houston.

Luke 6:47-49 “47Whosoever cometh to me, and heareth my sayings, and doeth them, I will
shew you to whom he is like: 48He is like a man which built an house, and digged deep,
and laid the foundation on a rock: and when the flood arose, the stream beat vehemently
upon that house, and could not shake it: for it was founded upon a rock. 49But he that
heareth, and doeth not, is like a man that without a foundation built an house upon the
earth; against which the stream did beat vehemently, and immediately it fell; and the ruin
of that house was great.”

You must develop courage in your life. None of us truly deserve God’s grace, but regardless of
all that we have done against Him, God still sent His Son Jesus to redeem us back unto
Himself.

There was once a football player who ran the entire length of the football field during the Rose
bowl in the wrong direction. He was finally stopped by a player on his own team at the
one yard line of the opposing team’s goal. After realizing what he had done, the player
wanted to quit. He was disgraced, but his coach knew that he was still a good player and
convinced him not to give up. The player than got back into the game and played the
best second half that he had ever played. God is like that coach in our lives. Even when
we mess up, God still believes in us and wants us to keep pressing forward.

Romans 5:2-5 “2By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and
rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 3And not only so, but we glory in tribulations also:
knowing that tribulation worketh patience; 4And patience, experience; and experience,
hope: 5And hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad in our
hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us.”

Romans 5:2-6 (Message) “ 1-2By entering through faith into what God has always wanted to do
for us—set us right with him, make us fit for him—we have it all together with God
because of our Master Jesus. And that's not all: We throw open our doors to God and
discover at the same moment that he has already thrown open his door to us. We find
ourselves standing where we always hoped we might stand—out in the wide open spaces
of God's grace and glory, standing tall and shouting our praise. 3-5There's more to come:
We continue to shout our praise even when we're hemmed in with troubles, because we
know how troubles can develop passionate patience in us, and how that patience in turn
forges the tempered steel of virtue, keeping us alert for whatever God will do next. In



alert expectancy such as this, we're never left feeling shortchanged. Quite the contrary—
we can't round up enough containers to hold everything God generously pours into our
lives through the Holy Spirit! 6-8Christ arrives right on time to make this happen. He
didn't, and doesn't, wait for us to get ready. He presented himself for this sacrificial death
when we were far too weak and rebellious to do anything to get ourselves ready. And
even if we hadn't been so weak, we wouldn't have known what to do anyway. We can
understand someone dying for a person worth dying for, and we can understand how
someone good and noble could inspire us to selfless sacrifice. But God put his love on the
line for us by offering his Son in sacrificial death while we were of no use whatever to
him.*

Romans 5:3-4 (Amplified) “3Moreover [let us also be full of joy now!] let us exult and triumph
in our troubles and rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that pressure and affliction and
hardship produce patient and unswerving endurance.  4And endurance (fortitude)
develops maturity of character (approved faith and tried integrity). And character [of this
sort] produces [the habit of] joyful and confident hope of eternal salvation.”

Faith is like our debt pin number to our checking account. It is only by using faith can we access
all the great things that God has to offer.

If the Devil only knew that God was going to use Christ to redeem mankind, he never would
have crucified Jesus.

Nothing can separate you from the love of God, nor His grace and mercy. Even when we are
completely unworthy, God prepared for us a way back to Him. If you will just try for a
little bit, show your faith, then God will come and give you His strength.

1 Peter 4:12-13 “12Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as
though some strange thing happened unto you: 13But rejoice, inasmuch as ye are
partakers of Christ's sufferings; that, when his glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad
also with exceeding joy.”

1 Peter 4:11-13 (Message) “7-11Everything in the world is about to be wrapped up, so take
nothing for granted. Stay wide-awake in prayer. Most of all, love each other as if your
life depended on it. Love makes up for practically anything. Be quick to give a meal to
the hungry, a bed to the homeless—cheerfully. Be generous with the different things God
gave you, passing them around so all get in on it: if words, let it be God's words; if help,
let it be God's hearty help. That way, God's bright presence will be evident in everything
through Jesus, and he'll get all the credit as the One mighty in everything—encores to the
end of time. Oh, yes! 12-13Friends, when life gets really difficult, don't jump to the
conclusion that God isn't on the job. Instead, be glad that you are in the very thick of
what Christ experienced. This is a spiritual refining process, with glory just around the
corner.”

1 Peter 4:19 (Message) “17-19It's judgment time for God's own family. We're first in line. If it
starts with us, think what it's going to be like for those who refuse God's Message!

If good people barely make it,

What's in store for the bad?
So if you find life difficult because you're doing what God said, take it in stride. Trust
him. He knows what he's doing, and he'll keep on doing it. “

Philippians 4:11-13 (Message) “10-14I'm glad in God, far happier than you would ever guess—
happy that you're again showing such strong concern for me. Not that you ever quit
praying and thinking about me. You just had no chance to show it. Actually, | don't have



a sense of needing anything personally. I've learned by now to be quite content whatever
my circumstances. I'm just as happy with little as with much, with much as with little.
I've found the recipe for being happy whether full or hungry, hands full or hands empty.
Whatever | have, wherever | am, | can make it through anything in the One who makes
me who | am. | don't mean that your help didn't mean a lot to me—it did. It was a
beautiful thing that you came alongside me in my troubles.”

God is infusing inner strength in you!



